Introduction
Many thanks,
Secretary General, dear Nelleke

or

Mister President, dear Norbert,
for the very warm welcome and the introduction. It is both a great
honor and a pleasure for me, to have the opportunity to speak to you,
dear members of the AMI-family.
The schedule announces a lecture on the theme
We.serve.catholic.
Let me first explain, where the theme comes from.

I.

Where does the theme come from
1. Wir.Dienen.Deutschland

2011 was the year of policy decisions on the reorientation of the German
Bundeswehr.
Based on the Defence Policy Guidelines issued on 27 May 2011, key decisions
on the capabilities, strength and organization of the Bundeswehr have since
been taken to ensure the operational readiness of the future.
Following the suspension of compulsory military service in July 2011 and
hence the transition to an all-volunteer force, the decision on a significant
reduction of the forces and their stationing has been issued in October 2011.
At the same time, the ministry of Defense created a motto for the whole
Bundeswehr, incorporating not only the armed forces but also the civilian
part, the administration:
[slide defence organization ]
[slide we.serve.Germany.]

We.Serve.Germany.
was considered to be a worthy motto for the whole Bundeswehr; armed
forces and administration.
The WE stands for the integration and participation of everyone of the two
major pillars,
SERVE stands perfectly for the most important virtue of servicemen and
women as well as civil servants and
GERMANY represents the goal of our joint efforts.
[klick für Leerfolie]

2. Wir.dienen.katholisch
When the Katholikenrat, this is the bishopric-council of our military bishop and
the federal board of the Gemeinschaft Katholischer Soldaten, the association of
catholic service members gathered for their annual conference in 2014, we
choose as our motto “We.serve.catholic.”
Many aspects of this motto were debated during fruitful discussions and
dialogues. Finally, a poster was published, composed of some forty abstract
terms, which each offered a huge range of links to the motto.
[slide Plakat 2x]

3. International contributions
In preparation of the conference we have asked the AMI-family, whether they
would like to contribute to the theme and we received five answers. Austria,
Belgium, Nigeria, Slovenia and Slovakia sent us some reflections on the theme.

II.

Internatinal contributions

1. Nigeria
From the paper that Nigeria contributed I’d like to read you some paragraphs.

“Non serviam.” “I will not serve.” When Lucifer, now known as Satan, uttered
those words he brought evil into the created order. With those two words
Lucifer ignited the mother of all battles, one that still rages today. ……
………..The contemporary soldier is used for many purposes. He fights wars,
provides disaster relief in cases of flood, hurricane and earthquake, deployed in
peacekeeping and peacemaking missions all over the world. Each of those
missions presents a different moral frame for the meaning of military service.
Clearly, the moral meaning of any profession is tied to what someone who joins
it imagines he or she will be doing as a result of making that choice.

To start with, let us understand the core function of the military - its essential
reason for being. All activities in the military are ultimately to SERVE to sustain
the "pointy end of the spear." In its most formal and sterile formulation, their

purpose is "national defense." A more direct expression is "fighting and
winning wars." When military people talk among themselves, they state the
unvarnished truth: it is "killing people and breaking things."
The prima facie case against Christians’ performing this function is
unquestionable. The message of the New Testament, the early church and the
example of Jesus himself all point to nonresistance to evil as the model of
Christian life. Yet those texts and examples fail to address a perennial problem:
How do we protect innocent people and maintain order in a world where
wrongdoing is a permanent feature of life?
In the light of the foregoing, the Nigerian Catholic Soldier in serving God
through whom “alone victory comes”, serves the nation Nigeria. The Catholic
soldier serves the nation with total commitment, dedication and absolute
loyalty especially with the recent ugly development in the country where some
soldiers of a different faith (Islam) have joined hands with the terrorists of the
Boko Haram sect (an off-shoot of Al-Qaeda) to destabilize and upturn the
country’s democratic dispensation; the catholic soldier sees himself/herself as
having the divine mandate to defend the country and restore the peaceful and
harmonious living.

The Nigerian Catholic Soldier in keeping to the article of the Nigerian
Constitution of defending the territorial integrity of the Nation - Section 217
(2b) ensures safety of lives and property as well as freedom of worship for all.
This is the task of the catholic soldier; to protect the people and the leaders
and in this he fulfills his calling / vocation as a soldier of Christ.
End of quote.
You see, if peace and freedom are endangered in your home-country, the focus
and main emphasis of military service lie on your nation and population.

2. Slowenia
Slowenia gave a definition of a catholic soldier in ten doctrinal guidelines.

We serve as catholic soldiers
Written order does not mean the significance of individual points and so order
can also be changed.
Knowing history
We must learn from the past, but not in the sense of condemnation, but
because we know how to anticipate danger and to be able to take into account
human weaknesses.
Knowing church’s teaching
Church’s teachings on peace-building efforts and to create the conditions for a
just peace is defined in many documents, and it is best summarized in
Compendium of the social doctrine of the Church, especially in chapter eleven.

Knowing and following international military and humanitarian law.
The law is a minimum prerequisite of our activities and to participate in an
international environment.

Professional qualifications
Professional qualifications are the responsibility of each individual, because
only this ensures that we entrusted tasks well done.

Personal spiritual life
Personal prayer, reception of the sacraments and meditation are the
foundation for a proper understanding of the mission of every man and
especially a soldier on a personal and professional field.

Understanding that we are servants, not masters
Everything, all material goods, skills and talents are donated to us, to serve to
neighbors.

Involvement in the community
We need to be involved in the military and ecclesiastical community.

Charity
Above all I should think how I can help, how I can recognize the plight of
others.

Respect for human dignity
Human dignity is based on likeness to God and cannot be subjected to political
manipulation.

Subordination and subsidiarity
The Armed forces are hierarchically structured, but we must also take into
account the ability of subordinates and allow them to carry out the tasks
imposedindependently.

3. Belgium
Belgium sent us three examples where the motto became reality. The most
touching I’d like to read to you.

[slide Lourdes]

During one of our military pilgrimages in Lourdes, some of us went on the
hill participating in the Way of the Cross.
Young military men and women were carrying invalid people on stretchers.
When they were asked whether they needed any help, one of them
answered: no thank you, I’ll manage; for me this is only a short time effort,
but this lady has to live with her handicap her whole life.
When I heard that I thought: “That is what serving is all about – that is what
being a Christian is all about – that is the real spirit of places like Lourdes –
that is the miracle of Lourdes!”

4. Slowakia
Bishop Rabek, many thanks therefor, Your Excellency, sent us a treatise
{trìetiss} which I´d like to summarize in some sentences:

In order to acquire the necessary abilities and competences of a catholic soldier
it is helpful or even mandatory to live as catholic Christian in the community of
the Catholic Church. Listening to the gospel in community, receiving the
sacraments, which Jesus Christ himself has offered us: Baptism, Penance,
Eucharist and Confirmation should help us to be granted the essential:
The mercy and guidance of the Holy Spirit to fulfil the military duties in
accordance with the gospel:
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5,9)

This includes, that a catholic soldier has to be a messenger of our Lord’s love
and clemency. Even when protecting the haunted or the victims of genocide
with the power of his arms, he can’t obey orders which implement war crimes,
atrocities or crimes against humanity. For the goal is not the victory over a
human opponent but victory over the evil.

5. Austria
Austria set emphasis on the following:
We.serve.catholic. is more than a motto; it is a binding {beinding} mandate and
obligation.
As there is not spoken about catholic soldiers, Austria focuses on the
commitment of laity in the Catholic Church.
But catholic has to be understood in the literal sense of “concerning the
whole”,
and to serve has to be seen in the context of
Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers (and
sisters), you did it to me. (Matth 25, 40)
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the
whole creation. (Mark 16, 15)
Laity has an own responsibility, clearly described in the documents of second
Vatican Council. (see Apostolicam Actuositatem), where it is said:
To intensify the apostolic activity of the people of God,(1) the most holy synod
earnestly addresses itself to the laity, whose proper and indispensable role in
the mission of the Church has already been dealt with in other documents.(2)
The apostolate of the laity derives from their Christian vocation and the Church
can never be without it. Sacred Scripture clearly shows how spontaneous and
fruitful such activity was at the very beginning of the Church (cf. Acts 11:19-21;
18:26; Rom. 16:1-16; Phil. 4:3).
There is a common apostolate for priests and laity.
The four dimensions stressed out by Austria are
 Proclamation (Zeugnis und Verkündigung)
Each member of the congregation is part of the proclamation: active in
spreading the gospel and giving advice and passive by his example,
living according to the word of the gospel

However, an apostolate of this kind does not consist only in the witness
of one's way of life; a true apostle looks for opportunities to announce
Christ by words addressed either to non-believers with a view to
leading them to faith, or to the faithful with a view to instructing,
strengthening, and encouraging them to a more fervent life.1

 Liturgy

(λειτουργία leiturgia) (Gottesdienstgestaltung)

Participating in Eucharist worship as acolyte, as lector, as an
extraordinary minister of the Eucharist, commonly referred to as a
Eucharistic minister. Lay people can serve the Catholic Church by
distributing Holy Communion during Mass and bringing it to the
homebound or as a sacristan.
 Charity (Dienst am Nächsten)
I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in
prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison
and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me
(Matth 25, 41 ff)

 Communion (κοινωνία koinonia) (Gemeinschaft durch Teilhabe)
Nowadays the congregations are often changed - especially by soldiers;
each permanent or temporally change of station brings a soldier in a
new congregation, his or her spiritual home for a while. So we have to
build communities and congregations which are open and welcome
newcomers.

1

APOSTOLICAM ACTUOSITATEM, Chapter II, Objectives

So in a nutshell:
To live authentically according to the Word of God and to spread the Gospel
is what means “we.serve.catholic.”

III. We.Serve.Catholic.
I’d like to try to embrace all these different aspects and to refer to our own
declarations from Rome (in 2000) and Berlin (in 2010) as well as to the
documents of second Vatican council.
But first allow me to have a brief glance on each of the three words

IV.

We

We, these are in a first role approach the soldiers who defend freedom and
peace of their Nation and protect the population against aggressors. We,
these are those who stand together to bring disaster relief, protection and
peace. We, these are the armed forces in a UN-led mandate. We, these are
those who defend the rights of the haunted and persecuted. We these are
those who assume their responsibility to protect. We this is also the AMIfamily.

V.

Serve

When in the year 2000 AMI voted unanimously the declaration of Rome,
entitled “The catholic soldier at the beginning of the third millennium” we
already made the point, that “the conscience remains the final authority for
personal decisions”.
With the declaration of Berlin ten years later, we expressed our creed even
clearer:

Obedience is thus conditional on legality. The soldier should have sufficient
confidence in his faith and conscience to challenge orders deemed to be
unlawful or unjust, to defend his position and to live with the consequences
of either vindication or conviction.
So to serve means not just obeying the orders; to serve means to protect
and to help people.
And to serve includes always this, Nigeria called it:

….a perennial problem: How do we protect innocent people and maintain
order in a world where wrongdoing is a permanent feature of life?
The answer is clear, it is the responsibility to protect.
[slide R to P]

Responsibility to protect.
So I believe that it is worth to open a parenthesis and to have a detailed
look at this aspect of serving.
The three pillars of the concept respect the sovereignty of each state, which
bears the responsibility to prevent its population from the four kinds of
mass atrocities:
Genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity
In a second role approach, the international community encourages and
helps States to exercise this responsibility. UN will use appropriate
diplomatic, humanitarian and other peaceful means.
Only if these actions fail, UN will use non-military and -if appropriatemilitary action to restore peace.

1990s: Origins
The norm of the R2P was borne out of the international community's failure to
respond to tragedies such as the Rwandan Genocide in 1994 and the
Srebrenica massacre in 1995. Kofi Annan, who was Assistant Secretary-General
at the UN Department for Peacekeeping Operations during the Rwandan
genocide, realized the international community's failure to respond. In 2000,
and in his capacity as UN Secretary-General, Annan wrote the report "We the
Peoples" on the role of the United Nations in the 21st Century, and in this
report he posed the following question: "if humanitarian intervention is,
indeed, an unacceptable assault on sovereignty, how should we respond to a
Rwanda, to a Srebrenica — to gross and systematic violations of human rights
that offend every precept of our common humanity?"
2000: African Union proposes a right to intervene
Many critics of the R2P's third pillar claim that R2P is a Western concept, but it
was the African Union (AU) that pioneered the concept that the international
community has a responsibility to intervene in crisis situations if a state is
failing to protect its population from mass atrocity crimes. In 2000, the AU

incorporated the right to intervene in a member state, as enshrined in Article
4(h) of its Constitutive Act, which declares "[t]he right of the Union to intervene
in a Member State pursuant to a decision of the Assembly in respect of grave
circumstances, namely war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity The
AU also adopted the Ezulwini Consensus in 2005, which welcomed R2P as a
tool for the prevention of mass atrocities.

2005 World Summit Outcome Document
At the 2005 World Summit, UN member states included R2P in the Outcome
Document agreeing to Paragraphs 138 and 139. These paragraphs gave final
language to the scope of R2P. It applies to the four mass atrocities crimes only.
It also identifies to whom the R2P protocol applies; i.e., nations first, and
regional and international communities second. Paragraphs 138 and 139 state:
138. Each individual State has the responsibility to protect its populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. This
responsibility entails the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement,
through appropriate and necessary means. We accept that responsibility and
will act in accordance with it. The international community should, as
appropriate, encourage and help States to exercise this responsibility and
support the United Nations in establishing an early warning capability.
139. The international community, through the United Nations, also has the
responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and other peaceful
means, in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of the Charter, to help protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity. In this context, we are prepared to take collective action, in a timely
and decisive manner, through the Security Council, in accordance with the
Charter, including Chapter VII, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation with
relevant regional organizations as appropriate, should peaceful means be
inadequate and national authorities manifestly fail to protect their populations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. We
stress the need for the General Assembly to continue consideration of the
responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity and its implications, bearing in mind the
principles of the Charter and international law. We also intend to commit
ourselves, as necessary and appropriate, to helping States build capacity to
protect their populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and

crimes against humanity and to assisting those under stress before crises and
conflicts break out.

Secretary-General reports
In January 2009, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon released UN Secretariat's
first comprehensive report on the R2P, called Implementing the Responsibility
to Protect. His report led to a debate in the General Assembly in July 2009 and
the first time since 2005 that the General Assembly had come together to
discuss the R2P. Ninety-four member states spoke. Most supported the R2P
principle, although some important concerns were voiced. They discussed how
to implement the R2P in crisis situations around the world. The debate
highlighted the need for regional organizations like the African Union to play a
strong role in implementing R2P; the need for stronger early warning
mechanisms in the UN; and the need to clarify the roles UN bodies would play
in implementing R2P.
One outcome of the debate was the first resolution referencing R2P adopted by
the General Assembly. The Resolution (A/RES/63/308) showed that the
international community had not forgotten about the concept of the R2P and it
decided "to continue its consideration of the responsibility to protect". In
subsequent years, the Secretary-General would release a new report, followed
by another debate in the General Assembly.

It’s time to close the parenthesis opened for a look into details of the R2P, an
aspect of how we understand SERVE and come to the third word of the motto:
CATHOLIC

VI.

Catholic

As it was already mentioned in the reflections of Austria, catholic means
more than a religious denomination.
The word catholic (with lowercase c; derived via Late Latin catholicus, from
the adjective καθολικός (katholikos), meaning "universal comes from the
Greek phrase καθόλου (katholou), meaning "on the whole", "according to the
whole" or "in general.
The word in English can mean either "including a wide variety of things; allembracing" or "of the Roman Catholic faith" as "relating to the historic
doctrine and practice of the Western Church. ("Catholicos", the title used for
the head of some churches in traditions, is derived from the same linguistic
origin.)

Applied to the church, the adjective "catholic" means that in the church
the wholeness of the Christian faith, full and complete, all-embracing, and
with nothing lacking, is proclaimed to all people without excluding any
part of the faith or any class or group of people. The adjective can be
applied not only to the church as spread throughout the world but also to
each local manifestation of the church, in each of which nothing essential
is lacking for it to be the genuine Church of Christ.

VII. Conclusion (Joy&hope) Gaudium et spes No.79
I’d like to try to conclude how we can serve in a catholic manner in a pentagon.
The pentagon (and I’m not speaking about U.S. MoD) offered and opened by
the five corner-stones
-

Apostolate
Charity
Communion
Conscience and
Responsibility to protect

marks the field of our self-understanding and doing.
And it is condensed in one phrase which can be found in
Gaudium et spes (Ecclesiastical Latin, Joy and Hope), the Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, which was one of the four
Apostolic Constitutions resulting from the Second Vatican Council. The document
is an overview of the Catholic Church's teachings about humanity's relationship
to society, especially in reference to economics, poverty, social justice, culture,
science, technology and ecumenism.
Approved by a vote of 2,307 to 75 of the bishops assembled at the council, it
was promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 7 December 1965, the day the council
ended. As is customary with Catholic documents, the title is taken from its incipit
in Latin:
Gaudium et spes, luctus et angor hominum huius temporis, pauperum praesertim
et quorumvis afflictorum, gaudium sunt et spes, luctus et angor etiam Christi
discipulorum...

Qui vero, patriae servitio addicti, in exercitu versantur, et ipsi tamquam
securitatis libertatisque populorum ministros sese habeant, et, dum hoc
munere recte funguntur, vere ad pacem stabiliendam conferunt.
As most of you don’t speak Latin fluently, let me give you the official translation in
the languages of AMI in the alphabetic order for France, Germany, Italy, Spain,
United Kingdom and as a courtesy to our Secretary General for the Netherlands
[mit Mausklicks durch die Texte]

Quant à ceux qui se vouent au service de la patrie dans la vie militaire, qu’ils se
considèrent eux aussi comme les serviteurs de la sécurité et de la liberté des
peuples ; s’ils s’acquittent correctement de cette tâche, ils concourent
vraiment au maintien de la paix.

Wer als Soldat im Dienst des Vaterlandes steht, betrachte sich als Diener der
Sicherheit und Freiheit der Völker. Indem er diese Aufgabe recht erfüllt, trägt
er wahrhaft zur Festigung des Friedens bei.

Coloro poi che al servizio della patria esercitano la loro professione nelle file
dell'esercito, si considerino anch'essi come servitori della sicurezza e della
libertà dei loro popoli; se rettamente adempiono il loro dovere, con-corrono
anch'essi veramente alla stabilità della pace

Los que, al servicio de la patria, se hallan en el ejercicio, considérense
instrumentos de la seguridad y libertad de los pueblos, pues desempeñando
bien esta función contribuyen realmente a estabilizar la paz

Those too who devote themselves to the military service of their country
should regard themselves as the agents of security and freedom of peoples. As
long as they fulfill this role properly, they are making a genuine contribution to
the establishment of peace.

Laten ook zij, die zich als beroepsmilitair aan de dienst van het vaderland
hebben gewijd, zich beschouwen als de dienaars van de veiligheid en de
vrijheid van de volken. Door een correcte uitoefening van deze taak dragen zij
werkelijk bij tot het behoud van de vrede

