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General Lord Richard Dannatt stepped down from his role as Head of the British 

Army where he more than made his mark as Chief of the General Staff during 

his leadership period from 2006-2009 by being 'the soldier's soldier'. During this 

time, he campaigned for a better deal for troops, arguing for better equipment 

and higher pay.  

General Lord Richard Dannatt was commissioned into The Green Howards in 

1971 and awarded the Military Cross in Northern Ireland aged 22. He has served 

seven tours of duty with the 1st Battalion in Northern Ireland and also with the 

UN in Cyprus and for many years in Germany before he commanded the 

Battalion in the Airmobile role from 1989 to 1991. He then took command of 

the 3rd (United Kingdom) Division in January 1999, and also served in Kosovo 

that year as Commander British Forces. In 2000, he returned to Bosnia as the 

Deputy Commander Operations of the NATO Stabilisation Force. Following this, 

he became Assistant Chief of the General Staff in the Ministry of Defence before 

taking command of NATO's Allied Rapid Reaction Corps. In 2005, he took over 

as Commander-inChief Land Command and took up the appointment of Chief of 

the General Staff in 2006. He was made a CBE in 1996, awarded the Queen's 

Commendation for Valuable Service in 1999, was appointed a Knight 

Commander of the Order of the Bath in 2005, and a Knight Grand Cross of the 

Order of the Bath in 2009. He is Trustee of the new Service charity Help for 

Heroes and a Patron of the war-zone charity, Hope and Homes for Children. In 

his latest post, he has become the 159th Constable of the Tower of London. He 

is honoured for his extreme professionalism and for his outstanding dedication 

to the British Army.  

General Sir Richard Dannatt was born in 1950 and educated at Felsted School 

and St Lawrence College. He and his wife, Phillipa have a permanent home in 

Norfolk and are both graduates of Durham University. They have three sons and 

a daughter. General Sir Richard Dannatt has been applauded as a very honest 

General with very high principles. He believes that the Army, being entrusted 

with the use of lethal force, must maintain particularly high values and to this is 

added the all-important moral and spiritual dimension of military service. He has 

the honesty and integrity that you would expect from one of the country's most 

liked and respected military figures. As Head of the British Army he was not 

afraid to speak out for what he felt the men and women on the frontline needed 



to do the job they were tasked to do. He still firmly believes that we have to 

succeed in our mission today, in order to make tomorrow a safer place for 

everyone. As a leader, he is truly inspiring. He has no fear of controversy; simply 

wanting to fight for the very best outcome. 



Major Thomas de Burgh  

Thomas is an army doctor working in psychiatry. After graduating from King’s 

College, London with first class honours in Neuroscience he read medicine at the 

University of Warwick. He served as Regimental Medical Officer, 23 Parachute 

Engineer Regiment 2016-17 and General Duties Medical Officer with 16 Medical 

Regiment 2015-17, for which he was awarded 16 Air Assault Brigade 

Commander’s Commendation. He holds diplomas in Leadership, the Medical 

Care of Catastrophes, and History.  

 

He has been working and undertaking higher professional training in psychiatry 

at the Maudsley Hospital/ Institute of Psychiatry since 2017. As a registrar in 

general adult psychiatry he has worked in an acute psychiatric unit, liaison 

psychiatry and substance misuse services. He has served as Secretary to the 

NATO COMEDS Military Mental Health Panel and remains a member of the 

NATO Research Task Group for Psychological Guide for Leaders (RTG329).   

 

Thomas is married and has four young children. He is involved with the work of 

the Order of Malta in the UK and has recently stepped down as a school 

governor. He enjoys hill walking, history and choral music.  

 



Canon Professor Michael Snape, Durham University 

Canon Professor Michael Snape is the inaugural Michael Ramsey Professor of 

Anglican Studies at Durham University and, as a Roman Catholic layman, is an 

ecumenical lay canon of Durham Cathedral. His research focuses on religion and 

war from c.1700 to the present, with a particular emphasis on the role of religion 

in the armed forces of the English-speaking world. He has published numerous 

articles, essays and edited volumes and his sole-authored books include The 

Redcoat and Religion: the forgotten history of the British Soldier from the age of 

Marlborough to the eve of the First World War (Routledge, 2005); God and the 

British Soldier: religion and the British Army in the First and Second World Wars 

(Routledge, 2005); The Royal Army Chaplains' Department, 1796-1953: clergy 

under fire (Boydell and Brewer, 2008); God and Uncle Sam: religion and 

America's armed forces in World War II (Boydell and Brewer, 2015), and A 

Church Militant: Anglicans and the armed forces from Queen Victoria to the 

Vietnam War (Oxford University Press, 2022). He is the official historian of the 

Royal Army Chaplains' Department, a vice-president of the Church of England 

Record Society, and president-elect of the Ecclesiastical History Society for 2024-

5.  

 



The Reverend Dr. Brian Powers 

 

Brian is the inaugural William Bernard Vann Fellow in Christianity and the Armed 

Forces as well as Executive Director of the International Centre for Moral Injury 

(launching autumn 2022) at Durham University.  He is a former Special 

Operations Weather Team officer in the U.S. Air Force and a veteran of the 

conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.   

 

A systematic theologian, he is interested in the ways that Christian theology 

shapes and also fails to shape our thinking about contemporary moral, ecclesial 

and political issues – most notably, those involving the experiences of violence, 

moral injury, identity and justice.   His monograph Full Darkness:  A Original Sin, 

Moral Injury and Wartime Violence, contends that a modified Augustinian 

conception of original sin holds deep explanatory power to illuminate the nature 

of wartime violence, particularly through the lens of military moral injury.  He 

has spoken on the resonances between theology and moral injury at 

international gatherings of religious and anthropological scholars and has 

published several articles in academic and religious journals arguing for the 

applicability of theological doctrine in situations of moral trauma brought on by 

wartime violence. 

 

Brian is also an ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 

Church (USA).  He currently lives with his wife Jennifer and their three children 

– Dylan, Lucas and Caroline – in Durham. 

 



The Reverend Dr Jamie Hawkey is Canon Theologian of Westminster 

Abbey 

 

The Reverend Dr Jamie Hawkey is Canon Theologian of Westminster Abbey, a 

Chaplain to Her Majesty The Queen, and Chair of the Westminster Abbey 

Institute. He is also a Bye-Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge, and a Visiting 

Professor in Theology at King’s College, London. He is an honorary chaplain in 

the Royal Navy.  

Ordained deacon in 2007, and priest in 2008, much of his current teaching and 

research is in ecclesiology and ecumenical theology. He was educated at 

Cambridge (MA, MPhil, PhD), trained for the priesthood at Westcott House, 

spent a semester at the Angelicum University in Rome, and served his curacy in 

inner-city Portsmouth. He was appointed Minor Canon and Sacrist of 

Westminster Abbey in 2010, becoming Precentor in December 2013. In 2015, he 

was appointed Dean and Director of Studies in Theology at Clare College, 

Cambridge, where he taught both undergraduates and postgraduates for the 

Cambridge Divinity Faculty and Theological Federation. Alongside work in 

Cambridge, he became assistant Director of Ordinands for the Diocese of Ely in 

2016. 

Dr Hawkey has been a member of the International Reformed/Anglican 

Dialogue, and continues to work with the Malines Conversations Group. His 

commentary on the latest agreed statement of the Anglican/Roman Catholic 

International Commission was published by SPCK in 2018, and current projects 

include further writing on ecclesiology and ecumenism. Amongst other 

commitments, Dr Hawkey is a member of the Church of England’s Faith and 

Order Commission, a trustee of the Cambridge Institute for Religion and 

International Studies, a Governor of the Anglican Centre in Rome, an advisor to 

the Center for Empathy in International Affairs, a member of the Church of 

England's Estates Theology Group, and of the Editorial Advisory Board for the 

International Journal for the Study of the Christian Church. In 2023, he will be a 

Visiting Professor at the Pontificia Università Gregoriana in Rome, the first 

Anglican to hold such a post. 

 

 


